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On January 1, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation 

Proclamation as the United States approached its third year of bloody civil war. The 

proclamation declared, “that all persons held as slaves” within the rebellious states 

“are, and henceforward shall be free.” Although the Emancipation Proclamation 

did not end slavery in the nation, it captured the hearts and imagination of millions 

of Americans and fundamentally transformed the character of the war. The year 

2013 marked the sesquicentennial of the Emancipation Proclamation and the 
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and victims of tyranny seeking their liberties. Not all succeed, but their struggles 

from oppression.

Emancipation generally means freeing or liberating someone from the control 

emancipation of slaves, the emancipation of minors, the emancipation of a person 

from prejudices, and the emancipation of the mind from superstition, among others. 

free, releasing, saving, delivering and rescuing. The Latin root of “emancipation” is 

to unhand, or relinquish possession. Such unhanding can manifest in many different 

forms.

The articles contained in this volume all present issues related to emancipation, 

at a conference entitled Emancipation: the Struggle for Freedom and Equality, 

emancipation which took place and still are taking place in many parts of the world, 

degrees in their different city-states. Slave labor was vital to the development of 

various ways. A slave owner could manumit a slave in his last will and testament, or 

slaves could emancipate themselves from their bonds through duty and service. This 

died out when it was no longer economically viable, though some slaves, especially 

sort of slavery persisted among wealthy families in the northern United States until 

1, 1863. Though the Emancipation Proclamation was not immediately effective 
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institution of slavery in the United States.

The 

Slave-Girls Who Enslaved the Free-Born: Slave-Girls and Their Masters in Islamic 

Literature, Aram A. Shahin gives an introduction to the history of slavery in the 

in military service and those called domestic slaves. The slaves in military service 

domestic slaves, slave-girls had a prominent place. These slave-girls often were quite 

there are stories of masters that fall in love with the slave-girls and for their love are 

shows that the relationship of enslavement is inverted at times in these stories. The 

slave-girl is master and the master is enslaved by love.

The struggle for emancipation has involved entire enslaved populations 

Literary Approaches to Aben 

Humeya.

their eyes Humeya embraced both political symbolism and aesthetic pageantry. 

of the struggle against a repressive government, both in the peninsula and in the 

colonies.

Performing Jim Crow: Blackface Performance and 

Emancipation

Jump Jim Crow

a derogatory epithet for blacks and designation for their segregated life. Under the 

indirectly stripped blacks of their rights.

African-American professional sportsmen have long confronted challenges in 

It’s Not 
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About American Football: Tony Dungy’s Journey of Self-Emancipation from Rejected 

Black Quarterback to Celebrated African American Coach, uses the life and career 

struggles of African-Americans to gain access to the power structure of football and 

Quiet Strength. 

rights and social justice through the medium of American professional football, 

subtle discrimination.

The Moral Arc of the Universe: Salvation as Emancipation 

are richer and include an understanding of salvation as emancipation from “powers 

and principalities.” To be saved was to be adopted by the rightful ruler of the 

universe and liberated from servitude to all other false rulers. To make sense of 

three of the major emancipation movements in the history of the United States, 

colonial forces and established independence through direct revolution. These 

independence struggles were termed emancipation struggles, or better “self-

determination” struggles. The national emancipation struggle that involved the 

colonial occupation.

of Catalonia from Spain

language and traditions. Yet the movement for independence or emancipation is also 
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between the two strongest teams in a national league. Yet from the start of national 

The term “emancipation” can also refer to a gradual process of social change 

in which a subjected group gains more social power over time. The case of 

women in most modern nations is one in which there have been key watersheds, 

such as earning the right to vote, but also a bit-by-bit struggle against unequal 

treatment in various other arenas of social life. American women can vote, for 

as against male social power in the culture. The ongoing process is emancipatory, 

Inch’ Allah Dimanche 

and Mémoires d’immigres: l’héritage maghrébin

public sphere.

Midnight in Paris,

are observers, and it is a perception made unreliable by the need of the escapist to 

“emancipation of the dissonance,” a concept or goal put forth by composer Arnold 
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Opinion 

or Insight?


